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EDITORIALS MY VIEW

More than most Americans, Western New Yorkers are
impatiently awaiting the decision to allow traffic to flow
between Canada and the United States. Don’t hold your
breath. Unless Canadians have gone crazy, it’s not going to
happen anytime soon.

Nearly four months have passed since the border was
closed to all but essential traffic. Close family members
have since been allowed to enter Canada if they quaran-
tine for two weeks. But the United States must take more
aggressive steps to control the novel coronavirus before
anyone should expect additional relaxation of the rules.

That access is important to Western New York and
other border communities. Here, we depend on Canadians
who come to shop and attend plays, concerts and sport-
ing events. Many of those activities are on hiatus, but the
losses are notable, nonetheless – here and in Canada.

But to many Canadians, the risk of infection and death
sensibly overcomes the benefits of American spending. If
roles were reversed, we would feel the same. As The New
York Times shows, using figures from Johns Hopkins
University, the United States is performing far worse than
most other countries in controlling the spread of Covid-19.
We are global outliers, largely because of a combination of
poor leadership and foolish resistance to facts and science.

Using charts (there are two versions), the Times report
shows that manyWestern countries are doing relatively
well, reporting fewer than 200 new cases a week per 1
million residents. Among them are Canada and even Italy,
once Europe’s ground zero of infection. The United States
is more than four times worse, recording more than 900
cases per million residents. Why would anyone want us?

Europe certainly doesn’t. It relaxed its travel restric-
tions last week to nonessential travelers from a number
of countries, but not the United States, too much of which

is either oblivious or indifferent to its disastrous perfor-
mance. So why would Canada?

It’s frustrating because New York, with strong lead-
ership, has done well at containing the virus. But too
many states haven’t. Among them are Florida, Texas and
Arizona, which reopened hastily and carelessly, instead of
heeding the science.

In West Texas, the Times reported, some residents
are proudly disregarding medicine and science in favor
of a corrupt self-interest that arises from an overheated
distrust of government. (The pattern repeats the disas-
trous response to the Dust Bowl of the 1930s, when
farmers rejected the advice of government scientists
regarding the need for crop rotation. That helped to
prolong the crisis.)

One possible solution may be to respond in ways that
are more gently coercive. In Rockland County, just north
of New York City, contact-tracers were getting little coop-
eration from people who attended a party that a woman
with symptoms of Covid-19 had thrown for her daughter.
Subpoenas did the trick. The threat of fines of up to
$2,000 a day did a splendid job of focusing the minds of
resisters. It was a shame that it came to that, but as the
Johns Hopkins figures document, too few Americans are
taking this threat with the seriousness that a public health
emergency requires.

In Arizona, meanwhile, the owner of a vintage clothing
store had trouble persuading customers to wear masks.
Some became angry. Her response was to post a pointed
sign that asked maskless customers to stay out. It shocked
some Arizonans, but it made a difference.

More Americans – governments and individuals – will
need to adopt such strategies if other countries are going
to welcome us again. Defiance may sometimes work as a
political strategy, but against this virus, it’s suicidal.

The primary benefit of changing is that fewer of us will
become sick or die. In that regard, a trip to Toronto counts
only as a bonus.

Aterrible record
U.S.must improve its performance on
Covid-19 before Canadawill ask us back

OK, I admit it, I am a baseball
fan. I like watching baseball in
most any level, from Little Leagu-
ers through themajor leagues. To
say the coronavirus has disrupted
my baseball viewing habits is an
understatement. However, relief
is on the way.

My love of baseball started
in the late 1950s. Baseball for
me was life. I lived and breathed
baseball in any way shape or
form. I scoured the sports pages
for any information I could find.
There was only one major league
game on TV per week. The two
best days of the year were open-
ing day of theMajor LeagueBase-
ball season and the opening day
of my Little League season.

The twoworst days of the year
were when my Little League sea-
son ended in August and then
the day the World Series ended.

No baseball for six months. This
season MLB has been shut down
due to the pandemic. I have been
watching the Korean league
games on ESPN at 5:30 a.m. The
players’ names are not recogniz-
able, nor are the teams. Who are
the Doosan Bears or KiwoomHe-
roes? While there is something
universal about baseball, it’s not
the same as our MLB. That dang
virus is ruining my summer.

The major leagues are re-
starting their season in July. Re-
lief in sight. When the season
starts, there will be no fans in the
stands. Television will at least al-
low the game to go on. America
needs baseball. We have been on
corona overload.

There has been no baseball
from April to July. There are
no Bisons or Batavia Muckdogs
games this summer, and there
may never be another game in
Batavia as the major leagues
are eliminating several minor

leagues. That’s sad. Our national
pastime is undergoing a change.
There is nothing like going to any
baseball game in the warm sum-
mer evening, but not this year.

This year no one will be at-
tending any games in person
thanks to the coronavirus. All
MLB games will be on seen on
television only. I guess that is bet-
ter than no baseball. It’s only go-
ing to be a 60-game season, but
that’s OK, America needs base-
ball. I need baseball.

Many people look at me and
yawn when I talk baseball. My
circle of baseball pals is a lot
smaller than it used to be.

MLB let the details of the
gamedeteriorate.Most games are
over three hours long. Computers
and their endless statistics have
bogged down the game. Base-
ball intuition has been replaced
by “analytics.” Managers spend
more time reading their tablets
to make decisions and not their
instincts. But through it all, it is
America’s game despite its flaws.
MLB has instituted some rule
changes this season in attempts
to correct these flaws. Changes to
pitching rules, designated hitter
and extra innings are in the off-
ing, but America needs baseball.

With the many crises going
on in the U.S., America needs
baseball now more than ever. It
is America’s national medicine.
Baseball will bring people togeth-
er behind a common cause.When
all seems to be going badwe have
our national pastime. As the next
few weeks go by to get the play-
ers ready to play, I will be getting
ready to hear “play ball!” again.
Little Leagues will hopefully get
underway too. I hope kids start
playing baseball again.

With all the turmoil in the
country, we need baseball to
bring us back together.

Baseball’s the cure
for what ailsme

The two best days of the
yearwere opening day
of theMajor League
Baseball season and
the opening day ofmy
Little League season.

The nonprofit agencies delivering services for the
disabled provide an urgent public good, yet continue, year
after year, struggling under government budget decisions.

Now, with Albany under the financial assault of the
coronavirus pandemic, those agencies are facing an Arma-
geddon of threats. Washington needs to step up. Without
its assistance, real people – workers and their beneficiaries
– will suffer real hardships.

Direct support professionals were supposed to get
raises this year – 2% on Jan. 1 and another 2% on April 1.
But they’re not coming. Making matters worse and then
worse again, Albany is instituting additional cuts under
the pressure of a soaring budget deficit and plans more
reductions in the fall. It can’t work – not if the care of
people with disabilities matters.

Among the organizations hurt by these cuts are Aspire
of Western New York, People Inc., and other members of
the Developmental Disabilities Alliance of Western New
York.

New York is the primary payer of services provided by

these organizations, 41% of which have no more than 30
days of cash on hand, according to the New York Disability
Advocates Survey conducted in April.

But New York was facing a budget deficit before the
pandemic struck. Since then, its deficit deepened. A report
by the state Division of Budget calls for New York to close
its projected $13.3 billion budget shortfall by cutting
several billion in spending, including a 20% reduction
in aid to localities, which provides funding for these
programs.

In addition, the state is looking at an additional budget
cut of $238 million set for Oct. 1. It may be inevitable,
given the current economic realities, but it could be
catastrophic for these agencies.

Nothing has changed in the work these nonprofit agen-
cies do. The need remains, regardless of the pandemic.
They employ front-line heroes, and yet they need funding
to provide quality services.

There is a reason that unlike states and lower govern-
ments, Washington is not mandated to balance its budget.
That freedom is frequently misused, but the nation is in
a crisis. If the federal government doesn’t respond to the
needs to human service agencies and the humans they
serve, the suffering will be severe.

Washingtonmusthelp
In the Covid-19 crisis, cuts to social
service agencies demand federal dollars

Larry Schiro, of
Williamsville,
eagerly awaits
the return of
Major League
Baseball.
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ByMonica P.Wallace

Over the last few weeks, our nation
has undergone a reckoning over the
inequalities experienced by millions
of people of color. Activists are right
to point out that these inequities be-
gin early in life and compound over
time, making it harder for low-income
Americans, who are disproportionate-
ly black and brown, to get ahead.

As a society, we pride ourselves on
the idea that with the right education,
anyone can get a good job and live a
comfortable life. However, the reality
is that some practices in our education
system reinforce, rather than bridge,
the systemic disadvantages that face
poor youth.

The disparities in our education

system are perhaps most prominent
in the standardized test for college.
Most universities requirse applicants
to take the SAT or ACT, and score rea-
sonably well, in order to be considered
for acceptance. However, according to
a growing body of research, high test
scores correlate most strongly with
wealth, not academic performance.

In 2016, the College Board found
that students with family income un-
der $20,000 on average scored below
500 on the English andmath portions.
Those test scores increased steadily
with family income, cresting at more
than 600 points on average among stu-
dents whose parents made more than
$200,000. Researchers say the divide
stems from wealthy students having
better access to tutors and test prep,

as well as attending better-funded
schools. Meanwhile, racial disparities
in income andwealthmeans that stan-
dardized tests have the effect of hold-
ing back black and brown students.

A study by theUniversity of Chicago
found thatmeasuring high school GPA
scores was five times stronger than
ACT scores at predicting applicants’
graduation rates. Taken together, this
research raises the worrisome pros-
pect that when it comes to college ac-
ceptance, wealth may be more impor-
tant than intelligence and grit.

These findings would warrant re-
considering colleges’ standardized test
requirement under ordinary circum-
stances. However, the extraordinary
circumstances of the Covid-19 era de-
mand change in the application pro-

cess – at least temporarily. The College
Board recently abandoned its plans for
a remote SAT exam, and announced
that several Northeast states and large
urban areas were already near testing
capacity for August.

Given what we know about stan-
dardized test scores and Covid, we can
infer that scarcity in exam seats is like-
ly to fall most heavily on the backs of
students of color and/or lower means.

College administrators should not
miss this opportunity to level the play-
ing field for those of lesser means.
They should make standardized tests
optional until at least 2022, and pos-
sibly longer.

Monica P.Wallace is a Democratic
Assemblywoman fromLancaster.

AnotherVoice /College

Standardized tests promote inequities in education
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